


A GREETING TO OUR GUESTS:

It is the hope of General Motors that the visitor to its HIGHWAYS AND HORIZONS exhibit at
the New York World's Fair will be inspired with a greater realization of the fact that "'the world

of tomorrow’" can be made an infinitely better place in which to live.

The FUTURAMA., highlight of the World's Fair, is designed, not as a projection of any particular
highway plan or program, but rather to demonstrate in dramatic fashion that the world, far from
being finished, is hardly yet begun; that the job of building the future is one which will demand our

best energies, our most fruitful imagination; and that with it will come greater opportunities for all.
History shows that the progress of civilization has run parallel to advancement in transportation.

Mew communities, new enterprises and new opportunities have everywhere followed the de-
velopment of new and better means for moving goods and people. But progress in transporlation

—the reduction of distance in terms of time and cost—is, in a larger sense, only a symbol of ex-

panded horizons in every field of activity.

As an expression of this broader concept, General Motors hopes thatits HHIGHWAYS AND HORI-

ZONS exhibit will serve as a constructive ''investment in the future'' for everyone, everywhere.
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® A half-million buildings and houses—thousands af
miles of multi-lane highways—more than a millien
trees—rivers, lakes and streams—snow-capped moun-
tains=—rich, llowering countryside—industrial eenters
—college and resort lowns—great, loweting cities—
these, and countless other wonders of the futue,
combine to make the FUTURAMA the most breath-
taking achievement of its kind on record.

As the FUTURAMA winds for a third of a mile in and
about an several levels of the General Motars High-
ways and Horizons building, one marvels at the
vastness of ils 35,000 square-fool area; the imagina-

tion and inspiration of its concept; the petfection of
its design; and the minuteness of its every detail.
With the aid of acrial photographs and maps of many

scclions of the United States, the FUTURAMA was
created from 408 separate sections made by hundreds

FUTURAMA

FACTS

of skilled artists and cralismen working under the direc-
tion of Mormen Bel Geddes, designer, and with

George Witthold, builder,

The moving conveyor—or 'carry-go-round"'—fom
which visitors view the FUTURAMA camizs 552
sound-chairs. lts capacily is sbout 2,150 persons
per hour, or & lotal of spproximately 28,000 persons
per day. The main unit of the sound mechanism,
which explains the FUTURAMA to cach visitor as he
tours the ares, has been desciibed a5 “twenty-tons-
of-voice, "’

These are only a few of the many features and interest-
ing details which combine to make the FUTURAMA
and the HIGHWAYS AND HORIZONS exhibil
in its entirety truly, "'the hit atteaction of the World's
Fair.""
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Descending ramps through the vast, speetacularly itlumi-
nated Map Lobby, visiters approach the FUTURAMA.
An unieen volce describes chenges on a huge map,
which appears to be swpended in light. One hears:

Cnoral Mz

BIDS YOU WELCOME ..+

“Geg Era| Motors bids you weltn

HIGHWAYS AND HORIZONS exluhlt
at the New York World's Fair,

"The history of American roads is the history
df our civilization as it marched westward
flbm the Atlantic to the Pacific—roadways
folging ever onward through mountain, desert
and forest barriers, leaving in their wake great

thri%ing cities, industrial centers and prosper-
ous fgrms.

""General Wgtors salutes the men who pio-
neered these road General Motors salutes
the United States Bureau of Public Roads—
the highway officials of our states) the—traffic
administrators of our cities and the individulls
and organizations everywhere who are con

ibuting so importantly to highway progedss

for the On the map Aou seqd our
present natigfalhtghway systeln shown iy re-
lation to the]wolurde, of traffic low. ere
the traffic is hedviest /theMighways vée shown

to be widest.

"While much has been accomplishled in im-
proving our highways, actually in many sec-
tions today's traffic is moving on®
designed for yesterday. With t
improvement of the motorcar

adways
centinued
dnd its ever-
increasing contribution to ouy daily lives, our
highways must be improvediand expanded.
Let us see what'irdht-secur \if for the next
twee rEarswur highways were notimproved.

e lights change and the\projection now
shows what congestion would It by 1960
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if our highways remained at a standstill. The
green extended widths show the increased
traffic flow estimated by 1960. During the
next twenty years motor traffic on some of our
main highways is expected to increase by as
much as 100 per cent—particularly in and
about metropolitan areas. The number of
motorcars by 1960 may reach from between
35,000,000 to 38,000,000, Anticipating
this, highway officials and engineers are con-
stantly at work on ways and means to improve
our future roadways.

"' Another change of lights and on the map in
red is indicated how the 1960 congestion
may conceivably be relieved through the de-
velopment and use of express Motorways—
particularly through and between our larger
cities.

“In presenting HIGHWAYS AND HORI-
ZONS, General Motors seeks to show that
highway progress will be an even more im-
portant factor in the world of tomorrow than
it has been in the world of yesterday,

“And now on its magic fcarry-gu-ruun&' Gen-
eral Motors invites you on a tour of future
America. The moving chairs below the map
will transport you into 1960."
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Now the vitltor is seated in o traveling sound-chalr. The
FUTURAMA tour begine. One glides silently into the
FUTURAMA —world of 1950—as the unseen voice—
now coming from the chair—ipeaks agein:

““COME TOUR THE FUTURE . ...

with General Motors! A transcontinentsl Aight over Americs in 1960. What will we see? What changes
will transpire? This magic Aladdin-like fight through time and space is Norman Bel Geddes' conception of
the many wonders that may develop in the not-too-distant future. Mow we have arrived in this wonder werld
of 1960! Sunshine, trees, farms, hills and valleys, lowers and flowing streams . . . this world of tomorow is a
world of beauty. These eternal things wrought by Ged are lovely and unchanging.

"But Man hes forged ahead since 1940, Mew and better things have sprung from his industry and genius.
Since the beginning of civilization transportation and communication have been keys to Man's progress,—his
prﬂipﬁ'Ety,—'i‘lil happiness. Twenty years have passed since 1940, What wondrous changes and improve-
ments have developed in our national highways! Here are the farm roads of the community. Most of these

fine Farm roads existed in 1940,  But since then they have been improved and made to flow into greal Metorways.

"Here we see one of our 1960 exEpress Mutarwwi. H'f means of Motorways of this type, conveniences and
necessities are brought to the farmer's door and he in tuin has access to broad, outlying markets. This superb
one-direction highway, with its seven lanes accommodating traffic at designated speeds of 50, 75 and 100 miles
an hour, is engineered for easy grades and for curves that require no reduction in speed. Cars from the farm roads

and feeder lanes join the Motorway traffic at the same speed as cars traveling in the lane they enter. To insure
safety, the verious lanes are safeguerded by border separators and grass stiipping.

“‘The bridge-like structure on the Motorway is a trsffic control tower, from which efficiently trained experts advise
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"*Looming ahead is a 1960 Molorway intersection.
Here is the crossing point of two double-directional
Motorway routes. Here is highway engineering at
its most spectacular. Traffic may move safely and
caiil-,,r without lass of spted. B!,r means of the ramped
loops, cars may make right and left turns at rates of
speed up to 50 miles per hour. The turning-off lanes
are clevated and depressed. There is no inter-

ference from the straight ahead traffic in the higher
speed lanes. The motorist of 1960 finds this inter-
section safe and efficient. Actually, in proportion
to the Motarway 's traffic volume, this intersection oc-
cupies no greater area than the cloverleaf of 1940,

"*Might falls on the countryside and wives are serving

supper to hungry families and farm hands. The two-

-




standing of the true function of industry as an in-

“"This is a close-up view of the great suspension 120
tegral part of a nation's social and economic life.

bridge, lorming the molor-tralfic gateway to the
city. The feature of this bridge plan and design is
the elimination of congestion and botile-necking of
the various converging Motorways and feeder roads.
See how the beautiful landscaping and the archi-

tectural features conform to the modem engineering
of the highways.

"Mow another large city looms ahead, Qulside it
Is an airport with its hangars and planes. An oil
refinery rises in the distance. The Motorway enters
this city over a spectacular suspension bridse, span-
ning the navigable river on which the city is situated.,
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1940—motorcars which have created more and more
conveniences and more and more jobs for more and

more people.

“Here you see a close-up view of one section of the
great metropolis of 1960, The traffic system is the
result of exhaustive surveys of the highway and
street problems of the past. Modemn and efficient
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city planning—breath-taking architecture—each city
block a complete unit in itself. Broad, one-way
thoroughfares—space, sunshine, light and air.

“But here is an important intersection in the great
metropalis of 1960!

Avuditorium, a "'Department Store,’
House' and an Automobile Display Salon.

w

On the four corners are an

an "' Apartment
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