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Technology at the World’s Fair 1939-40

The World’s Fair of 1939-40 is a phenomenon in the advancement of technology, which
gave ideas how technology can dramatically change the human lifestyles. In “1939: The Lost
World of the Fair” David Gelernter describes about innovations of technology which has been
exhibited in the World’s Fair of 1939-40, and how it has been influenced the average American
lifestyle. On the other hand, “Futurama” booklet presented a modern transportation system
where highways and suburbs will be connected, and people can travel one place to another
within a short time. According to several sources, | agree that the World’s Fair presented a truly
optimistic vision of the future based on cars, highways, and suburbs with no negative side

effects.

First of all, the Worlds Fair of 1939-40 was the revolution of technological advancement,
which presented innovations and gave idea’s how technology can make everything possible.
Though World’s Fair technology is unparallel to the today’s technology, but today’s technology
is paved on the World’s Fair technology. In the article “1939: The Lost World of the Fair” David
Gelernter writes, “ It is gorgeous, In the future you would no longer have to live in a city just
because you worked in one”(Gelernter 161). In this quote, the author is talking about
Democracity and how people could be benefited if the plan become successful. ‘Democarcity’ is
an Utopian system where all the modern facilities will be available, and cities’ will be connected

through efficient highway. Also, in Democracity the center of the city will be full of air and light.
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Indeed, people will live in the suburb’s as they can easily travel to the city and city will be
greener and less traffic jam. Though the vision of Democracity has not been accomplished
completely, but to follow it we got the today’s suburb’s and new way of lifestyle (Gelernter
159). Therefore, like many others exhibit’s, Democracity presented a truly positive vision of the

future and showed us how to make a balance between environment and lifestyles.

Secondly, the world’s Fair first introduced about the efficient highway’s which will be
connected through all over the country and by following the world’s fair technology now we got
the today’s modern highway system. In “Futurama” the author says, “History shows that the
progress of civilization has run parallel to advancement in transportation” (Greeting of
Highways and Horizons in General Motors’ Futurama, 1939-40). In this quote, the author trying
to emphasize the advancement of transportation with other development. Because, all things
are connected and without a good transportation system you can not build a modern society.
According to the booklet “The Futurama did not presented any particular highway plan or
program, it demonstrate a dramatic fashion that the world had never seen, our most fruitful
imagination, and which will bring more opportunities for all of us” ((Greeting of Highways and
Horizons in General Motors’ Futurama, 1939-40).In this quote, the author trying to explain why
“Futurama’ is an important aspect of life and how it has influenced the later generation and
brought more opportunities for the world. That is why it can be said that Futurama exhibits has
a positive impact to the today’s society, and it has showed the ways of advancement to the

future generation.

Moreover, World’s fair technology has focused to solve the problem of average people

without harming the environment.



Jones 3

The author says, “In 1939 technology, as | have mention, was not remote and esoteric. It was

down to earth. And its achievement were heroic” (Gelernter 123). In this quote, the author
trying to explain the importance of world’s fair technology and how it has contributed to
develop the society. For example, if Futurama has not been exhibited in the world’s fair, we
may not get the today’s efficient highway system and modern suburbs. Though all the vision
that has been presented in the world’s fair did not accomplish by 1960, but it always has been a
great remark for future development. Also, it was the fundamental invention which lead the
engineer and developer to rebuild the cities and highways. The author also writes,”Technology
then dealt in the tangible and every day, not in strange staff like software and silicon”(Gelernter
128).In this quote, the author compare’s between world’s fair technology and today’s
technology; however, he put his argument on the side of world’s fair technology. Because, he
think’s today’s technology are not focusing to solve the problem of average people and they are
only focusing on their business without thinking the negative consequences of their products.

Therefore, Worlds fair presented a truly optimistic vision by showing the way of development.

In Conclusion, World’s fair technology is a pioneer of technological advancement which
first introduced us with the modern inventions. All the innovations have presented in the
World’s fair was environment friendly; from highway, bridges to suburbs, everything has
influenced our today’s society and it will continue to be paved on our new achievement.
Therefore, World’s fair presented a truly positive vision for showing us a new era of

technological advancement and a new way of living.
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