

















INTRODUCTION

hastens to add that "it is even more unfortunate that the city's
white power structure left the black community with no alter-
native." King's letter is so thoroughly conversational, in fact,
that it could be rewritten in the form of a dialogue or play.

King's critics:
King's response:
Critics:
Response:

Clearly, King would not have written his famous letter were it
not for his critics, whose views he treats not as objections to
his already-formed arguments but as the motivating source of
those arguments, their central reason for being. He quotes not
only what his critics have said (“Some have asked: ‘Why
didn’t you give the new city administration time to act” "), but
also things they might have said (“One may well ask: *How can
you advocate breaking some laws and obeying others? ”)—all
to set the stage for what he himself wants to say.

A similar “they say / | say” exchange opens an essay about
American patriotism by the social critic Katha Pollite, who uses
her own daughter’s comment to represent the national fervor
of post-9/11 patriotism.

My daughter, who goes to Stuyvesant High School only blocks
from the former World Trade Center, thinks we should fly the
American flag out our window. Definitely not, I say: The flag stands
for jingoism and vengeance and war. She tells me I'm wrong—the
flag means standing together and honoring the dead and saying no
to terrorism. In a way we're both right. . . .

KatiA PoLurrt, “Put Out No Flags"








































































	M - They Say I Say Moves that Matter in Academic Writing 2nd Ed



